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#402 – Rescue Assignment
Date Issued: 04/14/2005
Date Last Revised: 3/5/2015

Purpose: 
The purpose of this SOG is to provide guidelines for an effective and safe response on Rescue Assignments.
**All patient care should follow current EMS Patient Care Protocols as approved by the Medical Director**

Guidelines:



Response:

1. Initial vehicle response shall follow the vehicle response for calls SOG (#201). Engine 4570 will respond on all Rescue Assignments.  If the assignment is in another departments fire district, the crew will act only as backup to the other department.

2. A Paramedic shall be on board, en-route to the scene, or a Paramedic should be en-route from a mutual aid agency on all Rescue Assignments.

3. If dispatch indicates the number of patients is greater than 1, the second out ambulance shall also respond on the assignment (when available).  The same Paramedic staffing should be followed for the second ambulance out.

4. All available personnel shall respond to Rescue Assignments regardless of the time of day.  Rescue Assignments shall be handled by the crew on duty and supplemented, based on needs of the call, by other responding personnel.
5. The ambulance should be manned by a minimum of 2 people, and a maximum of 3 people (including the paramedic).  A probationary member or EMS student can be the 4th person on board.  

6. Response level should follow the response level given by dispatch through EMD.  Any change to the response level should be documented.
7. All staff responding on rescue assignments are encouraged to wear full fire protective gear.
Incident Command:

1. Incident Command shall be established upon arrival of the first officer or senior member.  If possible, the Incident Commander should not be a primary care giver for patients.  The person taking command shall be identified with dispatch on Polk County Fire so dispatch and all incoming units are aware of who has command.

2. The Incident Commander shall wear the “Incident Command” vest at all Rescue Assignments.

3. Incident Command shall give dispatch and all incoming units a scene size-up.  This initial scene size-up should include the number of vehicles involved, if extrication is required, and any fire or hazardous material concerns.

4. The Incident Commander shall make a full 360 degree inspection of the scene.  The following things should be reviewed and passed on to dispatch and incoming units as appropriate:

a. Total number of patients involved. (If the number of patients is greater than what Polk City Ambulances/Staffing can handle, mutual aid should be requested)
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a. Fire/Haz-mat concerns not already addressed

b. Extrication requirements (if multiple extrications are required, a mutual aid agency should be requested)

c. Patients requiring air transport (request a helicopter if needed)

d. Utility concerns such as power lines or gas meters (Mid-American should be requested for any of these concerns).

e. Traffic Control requirements. (Request for additional manpower or additional law enforcement units).

Assignments:

1. First arriving Ambulance
a. Position ambulance with respect to the situation to maintain scene safety.

b. Position ambulance so evidence, skid marks, tire tracks, etc are not disturbed (if possible)
c. Complete triage of patients and ensure one EMS provider is assigned to each patient.

d. Advise Incident Command if any additional resources are necessary for patient treatment/transport (beyond requests already made by Incident Command).

2. First arriving engine company

a. Position engine with respect to protect the scene for investigation purposes and maintain scene safety.

b. Position engine so evidence, skid marks, tire tracks, etc are not disturbed (if possible)
c. Check with Incident Command for fire, haz-mat, and extrication concerns.  

d. Complete 360 degree inspection of scene.

e. Control access to the scene and ensure proper scene management.

f. Ensure traffic is controlled, coordinating with law enforcement.

g. Stabilize vehicles that contain patients using 4-point cribbing (if needed).

h. Contain any spilled oil, fuel, anti-freeze with the appropriate materials.

i. Assist ambulance personnel with patient care and transport as needed.

j. Ensure vehicles involved are in park and the engines are shut off.  The keys should be removed and placed in the truck lock.

k. Release the hood of the vehicle and un-hook the battery if conditions warrant.

l. Remove any debris from the incident that may cause tripping/falling hazards and could hinder the rescue effort.  

3. Extrication 

a. On confirmed extrications, a second engine company should be requested to the scene for extrication assistance.

b. An officer or senior member should be assigned by Incident Command to supervise the extrication operations.
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c. Develop a plan to facilitate the extrication in the quickest and safest method.

d. Stabilize the vehicle with 6 point cribbing.
e. Establish tool staging area.  This should include the extrication bucket, extrication tools, and/or air bags.

f. Deploy charged 1 ½ line staffed with one firefighter in PPE and with SCBA until the extrication is complete.

g. If any patients are trapped in a motor vehicle with a gas leak that cannot be controlled with one application of absorbent, a Class A foam blanket shall be applied and maintained before any staff can enter the car and before any extrication efforts are initiated.

h. Disconnect battery, negative side first.

i. Engine company staff shall follow all direction from officer assigned to extrication operations as well as directions from Incident Command.

After Assignment
1. All personnel should ensure that the ambulance and engine are fully restocked and all equipment is back in service after each call

2. All staff should participate in an after call review and discussion.
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